
 

Lady Stephenson Library 

Newcastle upon Tyne 

NE6 2PA 

United Kingdom 

orders@cambridgescholars.com 

www.cambridgescholars.com 

Cambridge Scholars 

Publishing is registered  

in the United Kingdom. 
 

Companies House 

Reg. Number: 4333775. VAT 

Number: 108280727. 

 

 

 

Environmentally Internally Displaced Persons in the 

Northeastern Backlands of Brazil 

A Case Study 
By Andrea Pacheco Pacifico 
 

 

Hardback 
 
ISBN-13:  
978-1-5275-8999-5 
 
ISBN-10:  
1-5275-8999-4 
 
Date of Publication:  
28/10/2022 
 
Pages / Size:  
165 / A5 
 
Price:  
£62.99 

 

 
Book Description 
 
This book addresses the relationship between internally displaced persons (IDPs) by natural disasters, for 
instance drought, and the environment, particularly in the Backlands of Brazil’s Northeast, in order to 
search for legal and policy responses not yet applied in the region. Its focus is categorising those 
environmentally displaced persons as IDPs, so that they receive international legal protection, even in the 
absence of binding norms and institutions to protect them. This book makes some suggestions to categorise 
and protect such people from disasters, including, for instance, a network society communicative model 
based on collaboration among local people, the government, international organisations, and NGOs. 
 
Please click here to view the Table of Contents. 
 

 
A Word from the Author 
 
I have thought about writing on environmentally displaced persons from the Brazilian Northeast for 

decades because my parents come from the region and I have been in touch with the struggle for living 

resources that local people (sertanejos) face.  

 

In writing my book, I intended to give visibility to the unfortunate (but strong) people forced either to live 
in the degraded environment or leave the region entirely. Drought has dominated the area since the 1870s, 
but the local economic elite have used the “industry of drought” to keep their political power within the 
region. This book asks why these displaced persons should be considered internally displaced persons, with 
the aim of giving them protection through the International Refugee Regime and making Brazil 
internationally responsible for them. 
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