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Description
Libraries are regarded as the backbone of the institutions in which they exist. Librarians have an important
role to play in the lives of people, not to mention in the learning of children. The libraries instil the love for
books in library users, especially children. They also develop different important skills that a child needs to
possess in order to be able to learn and succeed in their education. Children in the foundational phase should
be trained on how to use the school library as early as possible since this is the perfect stage during which the
child can be trained and developed into a habitual reader. If the child is unable to read, then that child will not
be able to learn.

About the Editor
Dr Mahwasane Nkhangweni Patricia is a wife and mother of four children, three daughters and a son. She
worked as a primary school teacher for 9 years in a rural area before spending 11 years as a teacher-librarian.
She was then appointed as an academic librarian where she worked as a reference librarian responsible for
serving the school of education. After completing her Masters Dissertation on the topic: ‘Provision of library
services to disadvantaged children in rural areas of the Limpopo Province, she went on to write her doctoral
thesis (PhD) on the topic: ‘School libraries and the development of reading habits among rural foundation
phase (grade three learners) in Vhembe District, Limpopo Province, South Africa. Dr Mahwasane has
published several articles in accredited journals. She also successfully published two books with Cambridge
Scholars Publishing. She has additionally presented at numerous national and international conferences.
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