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Dedicated to the new generation of 
compassionate rebels. 

You are the keepers of the revolution.



 

 

“Perhaps then, if we listen attentively, we shall hear amid the uproar of 
empires and nations, a faint flutter of wings, a gentle stirring of life and 
hope. Some will say that hope lies in a nation; others in a person. I believe 
rather that it is awakened, revived, nourished by millions of solitary 
individuals whose deeds and works every day negate frontiers and the 
crudest implications of history. As a result, there shines forth fleetingly the 
ever-threatened truth that each and every person, on the foundation of his 
or her own sufferings and joys, builds for all.” 
—Albert Camus, The Artist and His Time
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FOREWORD 

A REVOLUTION ON FIRE 
 
 
 

“We need something that will fire our imagination and stir good feelings so 
that new leaders can rise up and open the way…we can have our moment of 
truth only when we begin to think of ourselves as persons, when we open up 
our imaginations and our hearts by taking down the walls between us.” 
—Author Lillian Smith from an inspirational quote provided by the peace 
organization Pace E Bene. 

“We are here! We are on fire!” 

The rhythmic chorus of voices filled the packed Washington D.C. Mall and 
reverberated around the nation. Thousands of women, many clad in pink 
hats and scarves, marched alongside men, and even children, waved 
handmade signs, pumped fists, and generally created a ruckus of 
unprecedented proportions. All total, about five million people (one in ten 
Americans) participated in more than 70 demonstrations in the U.S. and 
abroad, making the Women’s Day event the largest protest march in history. 

It was a chilly day on January 22nd following the inauguration of Donald 
Trump to be the 45th president of the United States and enraged and 
energized citizens had come from far and wide to protest the election result, 
stand up for women and minority rights, contest proposed Republican 
efforts to undo many of President Obama’s achievements, and to lay the 
groundwork for a continuing, grassroots revolution. According to 
organizers of the event, “the women’s march sent a message to all levels of 
government and the current administration that we can stand together in 
solidarity and expect our leaders to protect the rights of women, their allies 
and their communities.” An article in The Guardian a day before this event 
was headlined “The Women’s March Heralds a Renaissance of Resistance.” 
In the text that follows Author Eve Ensler poetically lists the many reasons 
for the march. In a closing statement she says in part: “…We are finding our 
courage in the escalating renaissance of resistance that was catalyzed the 
day Donald Trump was elected and is wild throughout this country and the 
world. We marched to sow more seeds and invite more women into that 
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renaissance and to take the energy of that march and use it to set fires of 
resistance everywhere.” Two months later, in celebration of international 
Women’s Day, a Day Without a Woman protest featured strikes, rallies and 
marches in more than 50 countries and 400 cities worldwide. The 
momentum of that march and another one like it a year later has led to scores 
of women affected by sexual abuse stepping out of the shadows to tell their 
stories and identify their perpetrators among celebrities and politicians, 
resulting in the emergence of a nationwide “me too” movement and a record 
number of female candidates running for and sometimes winning elective 
office in red as well as blue states across the country. 

The fire of resistance that was lit by this growing women’s movement would 
spread rapidly as ordinary people from around the globe began coming 
together and finding innovative ways to stand on the cutting edge of a new 
and renewed social change revolution. It has resulted in the forming of more 
than 5000 grassroots groups and over 900 events around a variety of issues. 
It has taken over streets, airports, town halls and political offices, flooded 
the airways with e-mails, petitions and phone calls to public officials across 
the country vociferously protesting proposals to reduce health care 
coverage, ban immigrants from entering the U.S., diminish environmental 
protections and civil and human rights and other programs and causes that 
affect millions of people. This upsurge of people power featured a massive 
citizen uprising against Republican proposals to repeal and replace the 
Affordable Care Act, otherwise known as Obamacare. Led by the grassroots 
organization Indivisible, health care protests took place in every section of 
the country. Hundreds of concerned citizens of all types, some of whom had 
never participated in a political demonstration, flooded the offices of 
members of Congress with riveting personal pleas not to take away their 
health care that drew widespread media and political attention highlighted 
by the courageous demonstrations of disabled Americans, chanting, holding 
signs, and, in some cases, lying on the floor in protest before being carried 
away by police. All of this citizen outcry has thus far succeeded in 
preventing Congress from enacting legislation to repeal and replace 
Obamacare. 

On April 15, 2017, scores of angry Americans demonstrated on income tax 
day, demanding the release of Trump’s returns and protesting efforts to give 
tax breaks to the wealthy. In response to the new administration’s proposed 
cuts to programs that protect the environment, a group of scientists and their 
supporters organized a week of action beginning with a massive March for 
Science on Earth Day. Some 300,000 people turned out in record-setting 
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heat at a primary event in Washington D.C. joined by more than 425 other 
demonstrations that culminated in a People’s Climate March on April 29 
with satellite events worldwide that drew nearly a million people. 
Meanwhile, a citizen-generated organization called Our States has launched 
an unprecedented local movement encouraging various legislators to take 
action on issues of concern to their constituents, including a 50 organization 
initiative for justice, freedom and the right to dignity and respect. A well-
organized effort called The Majority Initiative: Beyond the Movement 
united a series of events from April 4 to May Day, a combination of mass 
political education and direct action that culminated in the biggest May Day 
demonstrations in at least 40 years, including boycotts, strikes, marches and 
other acts of solidarity with immigrant and refugee communities affected by 
the deportation policies and wall building proposals of the Trump 
administration including environmental, women’s, teachers and civil rights 
groups. Their courageous efforts prompted federal courts to temporarily 
strike down the Trump travel ban. 

More recently, the administration’s immigrant policy has led to a massive 
detention of thousands of refugee families in prison-like facilities near the 
U.S. Mexico borders and agonizing separation of parents from their 
children. In response, many thousands of protesters, in a powerful display 
of compassionate rebellion, took to the streets last June in a massive 
Families Belong Together demonstration in more than 700 locations in 
every state in the nation and several foreign countries, followed by ongoing 
protests at the White House, Trump tower and legislative offices 
nationwide, productive fundraising campaigns and extensive media 
coverage, prompting a federal judge to order a prompt reunification of 
detained families. Resisters found many creative ways other than marches 
and rallies to address this issue from paying the expenses of an immigrant 
mom to travel across the country to be with her detained child to a young 
black woman who protested by scaling the Statue of Liberty. 

Everywhere, everyday it seems, ordinary citizens have been rising up 
individually and collectively, stepping out of their normal comfort zones to 
turn their anger at injustice into positive, often extraordinary action. To 
quote Common Dreams staff writer Nadia Prupis, “our only recourse now 
is to act together outside normal channels. Every faction within the 
established power structure must be forced to respond to what we do 
creating a situation where the Trump-Pence regime is prevented from 
ruling.” Alternet contributor Ilana Novick went a step further when she 
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wrote: “The election of Trump has been a veritable shot in the arm to 
democracy in America.” 

Meanwhile, lurking under the radar of vast public exposure, the peace and 
justice movement has been extending into new innovative cutting edge 
ventures that began well before the recent election. Organizations 
committed to the practice of nonviolent social change are popping up 
everywhere. There has been an expansion of peace education from early 
childhood through college that is teaching innovative ways to resolve 
conflict and promote nonviolence in our society, while grooming the next 
generation of compassionate rebels. At the same time, a much-needed peace 
journalism movement is directing the media to focus more attention on the 
often overlooked positive actions of millions of concerned Americans 
working for peace and justice. 

Many peace organizations, while still willing to take to the streets when 
necessary, are working to change public policy and attitudes towards war 
and violence and to pursue cutting edge strategies to resolve conflict and 
prevent confrontation in urban communities, often joining forces with other 
social change movements to promote a more peaceful and just society. One 
compelling example took place at the Standing Rock Reservation in North 
Dakota where Native Americans were battling to save their land from the 
devastation of oil drilling. A national anti-war group Veterans for Peace 
stood with the tribal members in their resistance. The Nonviolent Peace 
Force (featured in this book), which has gained international acclaim, 
including a Nobel Peace Prize nomination for its civilian peacemaking 
efforts around the world, visited Standing Rock to conduct training in 
conflict resolution and is doing the same in numerous local communities. 

What do we call this new insurgency? It is, as Eve Ensler put it “A 
Renaissance of Resistance,” a re-emergence of many of the protest 
movements of past decades. Much of the post-election activity has been 
driven by a huge organic organizing effort called the Indivisible Movement 
started by a young activist named Ezra Levin. Yet, there is something even 
bigger at play here that is igniting the flames of resistance, that has always 
been with us but has recently burst to the forefront of our society and that 
encompasses all of the efforts by engaged groups and individuals to bring 
about positive political, social and cultural change in the world for 
generations to come. It is called the compassionate rebel revolution. 

“Are you fired up? Ready to go?” 
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Over and over again on the 2008 campaign trail Barack Obama’s clarion 
call to action echoed back to him from the multitudes gathered below, one 
voice becoming many, igniting a prairie fire that spread rapidly through 
grassroots America. On a climactic early November day, he could finally 
bask in its glow. Atop a brightly-lit stage in Chicago’s historic Grant Park, 
the lanky poet politician with the unusual name and brown skin that 
glistened in the significance of the moment had all at once captured the 
attention of the world on this memorable day. As he recited his cadence of 
hope and change, people cried and screamed and cheered not just for the 
riveting figure facing them but for what he represented – a true coming of 
age in America. Barack Obama’s ascendance to the presidency realigned 
the political and cultural landscape in the United States and set the stage for 
a major transformation in the way we govern. It brought millions of new 
people—especially youth and minorities—to the polls and energized a new 
generation of activists poised to create meaningful social change. As he so 
often said in his compelling speeches, Obama’s election was about more 
than just himself. It was about a “movement,” an unprecedented uprising of 
ordinary people who rebelled against the status quo, who channeled their 
anger and frustration into positive action because they cared so much about 
the future of the country and their fellow citizens and who were inspired by 
the president’s call of “yes we can.” Barack Obama was elected by the 
compassionate rebel revolution . 

The momentum that propelled Obama to the presidency set off a spark that 
would fire up citizens around the globe during his two terms in office. 
Midway into Obama’s first term, a disgruntled Egyptian shopkeeper set 
himself on fire on a public street to protest government policies, sparking a 
massive citizen uprising called the Arab Spring that proved to be a model 
for future citizen rebellions in the United States. In September of 201l, a 
small group of people, inspired by the Arab Spring, set up residency in a 
downtown Manhattan Park in the shadow of Wall Street to protest pervasive 
economic inequality in our culture. The Occupy Movement rapidly spread 
across the country and the world laying the groundwork for a powerful surge 
of action among youth, minorities, and others that would eventually 
encompass a wide variety of issues and causes. 

One of the most potent examples was the birth of a new civil rights 
movement that emerged in 2014 on the streets of some 50 urban 
communities in response to the police shootings of unarmed African-
Americans and that led to the formation of organizations like Black Lives 
Matter that would continue to rally for peace and justice, part of a of a youth-
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driven movement featuring marches against racism, injustice and other 
issues, proclaiming “it’s time to build a political revolution in the streets.” 
In early 2016, an email call to protest led to an emergency rally for economic 
justice and eventually to the formation of Democracy Spring, which staged 
numerous rallies across the country and maintains an active internet 
presence. A populist revolution led by Senator and presidential candidate 
Bernie Sanders drew huge crowds to rallies and inspired political activism 
among thousands of ordinary people inspiring massive citizen action that 
has since made its power felt across the nation. 

Grant Park, the site of so much joy and unity on inauguration day 2008, was 
the focal point of a different kind of gathering forty years earlier. In 1968, 
it was the site of an anti-war demonstration during the nearby Democratic 
National Convention that led to violent confrontations between protesters 
and police in the park and the streets around it. As we approach the 50th 
anniversary of 1968, it is important to reflect on the year that America came 
apart at the seams. In the aftermath of the Summer of Love, hate and 
violence rocked the very foundations of our country. Assassinations claimed 
civil rights leader Martin Luther King Jr., then Senator Robert F. Kennedy, 
just a few years after his brother John had been gunned down in Dallas. 
Rioting and bloodshed, racism and oppression ran rampant in deep south 
cities. The tumultuous demonstrations at the Democratic National 
Convention tore that political party and the nation as a whole into shreds 
and ultimately gave us Richard Nixon and a further escalation of the 
Vietnam War. It was like no other single year in our history. 

While 1968 was a pivotal year in a turbulent decade, it hardly existed in a 
vacuum. The rest of the century that followed was plagued by violence—a 
plethora of school shootings, an explosion of criminal gangs, drug-related 
crime, police brutality, domestic and foreign terrorism, and the first Gulf 
War. The 20th century as a whole was the most violent 100 years in 
American history. The new century seems to be taking up where the 
twentieth century left off. Although there are many caring people on our 
planet today, we do not truly have a caring culture. There is far too much 
violence, hatred, intolerance and greed standing in the way. And even as 
America seeks to push democracy on other countries, our own democratic 
system is in danger of collapsing. 

A half-century after 1968, we are once again bogged down in a seemingly 
endless war in a faraway land. Our traditional, top-heavy obsession with 
revenge, retribution and domination has once again led us down a 
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dangerous, counterproductive path. The so-called “war on terror” has not 
brought us any closer to a world of peace and reconciliation. Nor has it 
taught us to better understand and tolerate each other’s differences, to walk 
for a while in someone else’s shoes, to treat one another with more kindness 
and compassion. The lack of a caring culture is about more than waging 
war. It is seen in the continuing use and defense of genocide; torture and 
capital punishment; the prominence of guns in a so-called civil society; 
massacres in school yards, churches and places of work; the prevalence of 
domestic abuse; the rape and pillaging of Mother Earth; the lack of 
affordable health care and housing for everyone, the expanding gap between 
rich and poor; lingering racism and discrimination; encroachment on civil 
liberties and human rights; and the ruthlessness of empirical government 
and corporate greed and domination, in other words, many forms of cultural 
and structural violence. It often seems like our world has spun out of control 
into an unending, seemingly unstoppable cycle of violence and despair. 

Yet we do not have to look far to find cause for hope. There is a powerful 
people’s movement stirring in the land that is bent on making change. It is 
newly born and reborn, a hybrid of sorts, an eclectic blend of sub-
movements, individuals and causes spread far and wide with a common title 
that holds them together: the compassionate rebel revolution. This pervasive 
social change movement is growing, not bit by bit, but by leaps and bounds. 
It is everywhere you look and anywhere you go. It is a mighty energy force 
that lives within all of us and surrounds us with hope in troubled times. It is 
racing like a bullet train across the land, picking up new, diverse passengers 
at stop after stop, building momentum and power as it carries democracy to 
the masses. Compassionate rebels have always been with us. Jesus may 
have been the first compassionate rebel. There could have been others 
before him, and there have been many more since: well-known and little-
known people who have turned their anger at injustice into compassionate 
action to make a positive difference in the world. 

With all of its sound and fury, the 1960s were marked by the rise of a 
counterculture that preached love, peace and understanding, and that 
brought us the civil rights, antiwar, women’s rights and environmental 
movements, along with an emphasis on the value of public service and 
political and social activism. The great “peace and love” revolution 
promised by the hippie generation never fully materialized, but the ’60s left 
us with a sense of hope that even a midst “shock and awe,” a peaceful, caring 
world is possible and that ordinary citizens can organize to make that 
happen. Throughout history, these individuals and the causes and 
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movements they have championed have been given many labels. But it 
appears that there had never been a phrase that would encompass them all. 

That would begin to change in the latter years of the twentieth century when 
I met local peace educator Rebecca Janke and we began working together 
on promoting her traveling bookstore. One day, while tabling at an event, 
we discussed our mutual interest in writing a book of stories about 
Minnesota peace builders and were searching for a title. Soon after that, 
during a casual discussion, Rebecca and her business partner, Julie 
Penshorn, came up with the phrase “compassionate rebel.” We decided to 
make that the title of the book and set out to find people whose stories would 
fit the definition: ordinary citizens who were combining compassion with 
rebellion to bring about meaningful social change. We subsequently 
interviewed fifty activists we knew or discovered, mostly in Minnesota, who 
were willing to tell us their inspiring previously untold stories. We had little 
trouble finding those stories in our home state. Minnesota is traditionally a 
blue state on the political map, primarily in the Twin Cities of Minneapolis 
and St. Paul. Some of its outlying areas are more conservative and have 
given us our share of right-wing politicians and people who voted largely 
for Donald Trump, narrowing the expected margin of Hillary Clinton’s 
victory in the state. 

For the most part, Minnesota has been a hotbed of progressive political and 
social activism that has spawned scores of organizations, institutions and 
individuals working diligently together for peace and justice at home and 
abroad, making it fertile ground for the breeding and nurturing of 
compassionate rebels and the sharing of their inspiring stories. Our state’s 
reputation as Minnesota Nice has not precluded its residents from 
historically taking aggressive, mostly peaceful action about issues they care 
deeply about on a local, national and international level. In a way, 
Minnesota, especially the Twin Cities area, is a microcosm of the 
compassionate rebel revolution. 

In November of 2002, Rebecca and I published the book The Compassionate 
Rebel: Energized by Anger, Motivated by Love, which included fifty never-
before-told personal stories. In that book, we referred to a compassionate 
rebel revolution that was growing worldwide. As that movement grew and 
we realized how many more compassionate rebel stories were yet to be 
shared, we expanded the scope of our interviews to include people from all 
around the globe and published the sequel called The Compassionate Rebel 
Revolution: Ordinary People Changing the World. We sometimes spell it 
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rEvolution to indicate it is a process of transformation for individuals and 
society, one where concerned citizens take varied and distinct actions that 
disturb the status quo in peaceful, creative and compassionate ways. While 
it emanates from anger and frustration, our revolution is not one of despair, 
but rather of hope for a better world. We discovered that wherever we live, 
we are surrounded by compassionate rebels who do wonderful things to 
make peace and justice a reality. Who are the compassionate rebels in your 
community, your state, your region? 

“Compassionate rebel. Isn’t that an oxymoron?” 

I will never forget the quizzical look on the faces of some people who posed 
that question after noticing the title of our first book. That kind of 
assumption always seemed to me to be steeped in traditionally negative 
views of the word “rebel” as associated with radical insurgency, violent 
revolution and aimless alienation from the accepted norms of society. It also 
presumes that people who push against the status quo can’t have 
compassion. Viewing rebels through that kind of narrow, refracted lens 
shows little appreciation of history. The fact is that without rebels, the world 
wouldn’t be what it is today. Regardless of your religious beliefs, no one 
can doubt the impact of the rebellious Jesus on our current culture. Without 
the compassionate rebels who fomented the American Revolution, we 
would all still be ruled by the British. The list goes on. In the arts, in science, 
in politics and social change, indeed in all walks of life, rebels have been 
pioneers, prophets and pacesetters. The compassionate rebel revolution has 
placed the “rebel” concept in a new framework. For one thing, it expands 
the definition of rebellion. The people we have profiled in our two books 
rebel against the status quo, against an institution or policy or way of life, 
but also, in some cases, against their own past, by overcoming adversity and 
life’s challenges en routes to hope and social action 

The primary thing that compassionate rebels have in common is anger at 
injustice. a force that has propelled the large and small social change 
movements of our time. We have all experienced some injustice in our lives. 
We have all had times when we felt angry about something that was unfair 
in our personal experiences and/or in the world at large. The question is 
what do we do about those feelings? Anger is, above all else, a motivating 
force. It compels us to take action — yes, to rebel — against the injustice 
that is the source of our smoldering rage. Gandhi used to say that he didn’t 
want to get rid of or suppress his anger. He would put it on the back burner 
and call it up when he needed it as a way to inspire him to action. Rather 



Foreword 
 

 

xxiv

than just complaining or forgetting about the injustice confronting them, or 
reacting against it in violent, destructive or otherwise negative ways, 
compassionate rebels turn their anger at injustice into positive change. 

As powerful as this rebellion may be, it often isn’t enough by itself to 
promote lasting, positive social change. But when combined with the giving 
force of compassion, it can become an amazingly effective tool for 
transforming our society. The compassionate rebel revolution transcends 
race, age, faith, gender, geography and political belief. It combines and 
propels the force and energy of millions of individual acts of caring and 
courage with existing sub-movements for peace, civil rights, environmental 
protection and other worthy causes into a bottom-up insurgency that is the 
largest and most diverse social change movement of our time. In the 
process, it transforms ordinary citizens from unrecognized bystanders into 
full participants in shaping the future. Its goal is to spread the capacity to 
care and act as broadly as possible in order to bring about a culture where 
peace, compassion and generosity prevail over violence, hate and greed, 
where the power of love overcomes the love of power, and where ordinary 
citizens fashion true democracy for years to come. 

These architects of social change are everywhere. They live next door to 
you, down the block, in the community. They go about their daily business 
like everyone else — working at a regular job, attending school, raising a 
family, mowing their lawn and tending to their garden. But instead of 
merely complaining about or ignoring what they don’t like they are involved 
in making change in any number of creative ways — protesting a perceived 
injustice, laboring for the common good of humanity and sparking a fire in 
those around them. They are carving out new vistas, plowing new ground 
and redefining our cultural landscape. Everywhere you turn, ordinary 
people can be seen taking social problems into their own hands, wrestling 
with them, and molding them into life-changing solutions. They are 
remaking America from the ground up as Barack Obama put it: “brick by 
brick, block by block, calloused hand by calloused hand.”  

In this second compassionate rebel anthology and now the revised edition, 
we continue to tell stories of these compassionate change-makers. The 
everyday heroes you are about to meet come from all over the world and 
their deeply personal and previously untold stories, written by a variety of 
authors, cover a broad range of topics, including war and peace, civil and 
human rights, immigration, ecology and sustainability, education, health, 
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wellness and spirituality, electoral, corporate and media reform, and the 
emerging power of the new generation of compassionate rebels. 

The breadth and depth of the compassionate rebel revolution are much too 
big and deep to cover in any number of books. There are countless numbers 
of compassionate rebel stories waiting to be told. Despite its many highly 
visible and often effective efforts, much of the compassionate rebel 
revolution has lingered “under the radar,” essentially ignored by mainstream 
media and the public at large. The sporadic news stories that do appear don’t 
do justice to what is really happening on the streets, and in the backyards, 
town halls and living rooms of grassroots America — from big acts of 
protest to everyday gestures of compassion and rebellion. The best way to 
bring this culture into the mainstream is through the telling of stores in 
books, in the media, and in other venues — individual, personally 
compelling adventures that tug at the emotions, intertwine with relevant 
political and social issues and move people to action. Those are stories of 
the compassionate rebel revolution. 

Everywhere I go, I find people who feel their voices are not being heard, 
that their opinions and feelings don’t matter, that there is no use in bucking 
the system. We need to listen to and share those stories, promote them more 
widely and learn from them. It’s been said that “whoever tells the stories 
defines the culture.” If we want to change the culture, we have to change 
the stories that are defining it and provide venues for those stories to be told. 
Ultimately, the goal of telling these stories is to motivate others to take 
action in their own lives that will address their concerns and make the world 
a better place for everyone. That is the way a compassionate rebel revolution 
is built — one action, one story at a time. 

“Before February 14, we thought we had plenty of time. We wanted to do 
something that would make the world a better place, to fight for justice as 
lawyers or activists or crusading journalists, to be responsible citizens and 
raise goodhearted children. But first we had to finish high school. After 
February 14, we knew how fast time could stop…” 
—From the book #Never Again: A New Generation Draws the Line by 
David and Lauren Hogg. 

“This is a revolution.” 

David Hogg’s booming proclamation echoed through the restless crowd 
below, a dramatic climax to a rousing speech that would light a blazing fire 
of compassion and rebellion across a stunned nation. The slender, outspoken 
teenager was speaking about a powerful emerging movement led by the 
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courageous survivors of a violent burst of gunfire on Valentine’s Day that 
still reverberated through the halls of their formerly peaceful Marjorie Stone 
Douglas high school in Parkland, Florida. The Parkland school shooting, 
one of the worst in American history, was unfortunately part of a continuing 
pattern of similar incidents that had rocked the country in recent years and 
set off flurries of pleas and protests from concerned students and adults in 
impacted communities. Unlike previous responses, this one was led, from 
the outset, by an insurgent uprising of adolescents who channeled their 
anger into a clarion call for change. In the days following the Parkland 
shooting, surviving students organized a rapidly unfolding series of 
speeches, rallies, public meetings and media interviews and other forms of 
grassroots activism demanding legislative action on aggressive measures 
that would hopefully stem the tidal wave of gun violence in this country. 

This emerging insurgency has been led by a bevy of dynamic young leaders 
from Parkland. David Hogg inspired audiences with his passionate 
advocacy. Also at the forefront was Emma Gonzales, a powerful student 
speaker whose 60 seconds of silence speech honoring the school shooting 
victims and her calls for action captivated a nation, Some were as young as 
the 14-year old granddaughter of Martin Luther King Jr. who proclaimed “I 
have a dream that enough is enough.” Their insurgent campaign has drawn 
thousands of other students and adult supporters around the country to join 
their “never again” movement that has been reaping some positive results. 
They organized a nationwide March for Our Lives, a nationwide protest 
action where students across the U.S. walked out of class to rally for gun 
reform and school safety, some of whom were threatened with discipline by 
administrators. The Parkland students convinced Florida’s conservative, 
NRA supported Governor Rick Scott to propose a series of modest gun 
control reforms in the state that was followed by several other local 
governments taking action. A group of students, teachers and parents were 
able to have an emotionally-charged meeting with Donald Trump, who 
promised action on gun reform. Time and again, they have warned public 
officials who don’t support them that they risk being voted out of office by 
a growing electorate of 18-year-olds who will soon be going to the polls for 
the first time. 

In the wake of inaction and harsh attacks from gun advocates, student 
leaders have continued their fervent campaign for change that continues to 
generate public support and media coverage. They hold ongoing town hall 
meetings to pressure lawmakers. A group of their student leaders were 
recently featured news-makers on the cover of Time magazine, and in other 



The Compassionate Rebel Revolution 

 

xxvii 

prominent publications. Concerned students also published a special edition 
of their school newspaper, authored their own op-ed piece for a national 
news network, have attracted a huge online audience and have drawn 
increasing public recognition. Sporting tee shirts that said “Douglas 
Strong,” and promising to “make America safe again,” they organized 
school walkouts where tens of thousands of students from more than 300 
schools participated with the slogan: “we all stand together and we’re all 
walking out together.” 

A day after an emotional graduation ceremony a group of Parkland shooting 
survivors announced that they would be spending their summer 
crisscrossing the country, expanding their grassroots activism from rallies 
and school walkouts to registering young voters for the next election. Hogg, 
Emma Gonzalez, Cameron Kasky and Jackyln Corin led about two dozen 
other students marching together in matching black “Road to Change” t-
shirts. They planned to make more than 25 stops in a two-month tour into 
numerous communities rocked by gun violence where NRA supporting 
lawmakers are running for office, focusing on the four million young people 
turning 18 this year. Hogg called these efforts the largest voter registration 
of young people in American history. Kasky said “This generation is the 
generation of students you will be reading about next in the textbooks. 
These are the students that are changing the game.”  

Among the stops on their March for our Lives Road to Change tour was an 
early summer weekend visit to my home town of Minneapolis, where some 
Parkland students were joined by fellow teenagers from the Twin Cities and 
other communities that have been plagued by gun violence. They registered 
voters at a Gay Pride Parade near downtown Minneapolis then held a town 
hall panel discussion before a capacity crowd at a high school in the northern 
suburb of Osseo. The event was co-sponsored by Indivisible Minnesota, 
Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense and the student-generated Never 
Again Movement. A current and former Stoneman Douglas High School 
student joined by teenagers from the Twin Cities, Chicago and Milwaukee 
spoke passionately about their experiences with gun violence and their 
campaigns against it and led the audience in chants of Register, Educate and 
Vote. A panel member representing Black Lives Matter called the campaign 
“a revolution to bring about change." A 20-year-old Parkland High School 
graduate wearing a Stop Gun Violence t-shirt summarized the purpose of 
the event and the student movement: "We want to lift our voices to give 
youth the power they need to make change." 
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I had the pleasure of attending the town hall forum, being riveted by the 
inspiring commentary and meeting some of the students afterward, inviting 
some of them to come back to the cities for our big ten days of nonviolence 
week during the international week of peace the last weekend of September. 
The next day, the students held a Road to Change picnic at a south 
Minneapolis park where they were joined by movement leaders David Hogg 
and Emma Gonzales, among others. Then they boarded their tour bus for a 
campaign stop in Moorhead, Minnesota before returning to the nationwide 
tour. 

The voter registration walk followed on the heels of another highly 
ambitious venture. A group of current and former Parkland students recently 
released a powerful video they had filmed of the tragic event and its 
aftermath that was shown on the MSNBC cable network with the title 
“Voices of Parkland: Healing Out Loud.” The theme song of the video 
called “Shine” was written by two Douglas High drama students: Sawyer 
Garrity, 16, and Andrea Pena, 15, with the assistance of Brittani Kagan, a 
2007 graduate of the school who produced the documentary with help from 
other alumni and the South Florida entertainment community. It was filmed 
at the school and at the Washington March for Our Lives and features nearly 
100 students, including the victim’s families, relating their experiences 
during and after the hail of bullets from a disgruntled student wreaked havoc 
in their hallways. Garrity and Pena performed the song live at the march, 
expressing the school’s and community’s pain, anger and agony and their 
dogged efforts to help each other heal in various ways. Proceeds from the 
downloads and views of the video are going to Shine MSDE, a nonprofit 
created by Stoneman Douglas families to support programs that provide 
healing through the arts. Doug Criss of CNN wrote this about the song 
including the chorus: 

“The pain on their faces and in their lyrics is palpable. But the determination 
in their voices rings loud and clear.” 

“You’re not going to knock us down 

We’ll get back up again 

You may have hurt us 

But I promise we’ll be stronger” 
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Through the video, the teens vividly presented a message of resilience, hope 
and unity, vowing not to let the tragedy change who they are. “Making the 
music video was not only a way for us to spread the message of what our 
song is truly about,” Pena said, “but also as a way for us as a community 
and us as a school to come together and heal.” On June 10 of this year, a 
few weeks after the video was released, a group of Parkland students again 
showcased music as a healing tool to a national audience. A drama class 
from the school was featured on the prestigious Tony Awards show as a 
chorus singing Seasons of Love. The audience of theater celebrities 
responded with a standing ovation. 

In another show of recognition in the arts, the Pen America Literary Gala 
recently honored youth activism against gun violence by presenting a 
coveted freedom of expression award to three of the lead organizers of the 
new student movement — two Parkland shooting survivors Cameron 
Kasky, who created the hashtag “never again” and was a lead organizer of 
March for our Lives, and Samantha Fuentes, who sustained shrapnel 
wounds to her legs and face during the massacre at her school but stood up 
and spoke out at rallies, and Zion Kelly the twin sibling of a gun violence 
victim. In presenting the award, the executive director of PEN America said: 
“We are awed by these students bracing and courageous exercise of their 
free expression rights in the face of crushing personal tragedy. They have 
used their voices fearlessly to demand substantive change, elevating and 
uniting the many communities affected by gun violence. They have 
galvanized millions in a rising generation to speak out for the first time, 
withstanding a barrage of attempts to denigrate their authenticity.” 

On the 50th anniversary of an historic incident of gun violence, the assassination 
of Robert F. Kennedy after a 1968 presidential campaign rally, David Hogg 
and his family were in Washington D.C. to accept the RFK Humanitarian 
Award. Shortly before he visited Minneapolis, David Hogg and his 14-year-
old sister Laura released a book they had just published titled:” Never 
Again: A New Generation Draws the Line,” which tells the compelling story 
of their reaction to the tragic incident at their school and the formation of 
their powerful student movement. All of the proceeds from the book sales 
are being donated to organizations working to stop gun violence. 

A half-century after the pivotal year of 1968, we are experiencing a 
resurgence of emerging compassionate rebels led by women, people of 
color, and a new generation of high school students who are turning their 
anger at violence and injustice into courageous and transformative action. 
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As a lasting reminder, the Parkland students have posted a long banner 
across the front of their school with a quote from the great peacemaker 
Mohamed Gandhi: “Be the change you want to see in the world.” Their 
response: “We are ready to be the change we want to see in the world and 
we’re not going to stop.” 

This emerging generation of students have named their bold new venture 
the #Never Again Movement. I would like to add another title that makes 
them an integral part of the growing global insurgency described in this 
book. Perhaps David Hogg said it best in the closing words of one of his 
provocative speeches soon after the gun violence incident at his high school. 
I watched on TV as Hogg leaned into the mike, raised a fist of resistance 
and shouted out a slogan that has become a beckoning call I have often used 
in inviting people to join the fired up compassionate rebellion that is 
sweeping the nation. 

“Welcome to the revolution.”  

And if we tell our stories with intensity and focus…we’ll break the spells that 
bind us. We’ll start to want that other world we say is possible with such 
intensity that nothing can stop us or deny us. All it takes is our willingness 
to act from vision, not from fear, to risk hoping, to dare to act for what we 
love. 
—Starhawk, Webs of Power: Notes from the Global Uprising 


