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WINNING OVER THE ENEMY: A NEW SOUTH WALES POLICE OFFICER READS CAMP INK 
DURING A 1972 GAY RIGHTS DEMONSTRATION IN SYDNEY.  PHOTO BY PHILLIP 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
 
 
The late 20th century was a golden era for Australian gay magazines 

and newspapers: more than five million copies of publications were 
printed annually at its peak, with revenues approaching eight million 
dollars a year.1 Yet there was not even a leaflet before 1969, because 
homosexuals did not dare publish in the climate of active oppression. 
Growing liberal attitudes within sections of broader society, and, at a 
practical level, reform of censorship laws, made lesbian and gay 
publishing possible. Inspired by events in America, the tapping of 
typewriters on a few sheets of paper lifted the veil of secrecy around 
homosexuality. The first publications were often gestetnered newsletters 
or smudgy porn sold in brown paper bags, but a vibrant array of voices 
was soon heard.  

The publishers were a diverse and lively lot. They used print media to 
advance gay movement aims, despite pursuing a variety of visions and 
goals for how they saw a better world for gay and lesbian people. Some 
wanted to publicise where the best parties were held; some to fight the 
political battle; and others to show new ways for lesbians and gay men to 
live their lives. Few publishers started newspapers or magazines to make 
money: they were usually activists, commercial venue promoters, or 
simply participants in the social scene. Their publications allowed 
discussion of what it meant to be gay or lesbian in Australia; presented 
positive viewpoints regarding homosexuality to counter hostile 
mainstream attitudes; and brought people together through personal 
classifieds and information about bars and other community activities. 
They reflected the debates, and at times hostile schisms that occurred 
within the lesbian and gay community. 

In order to pay the bills, publishers expanded their operations to attract 
readers and advertisers. All were forced to deal with the business side of 
their operation, which often caused tension between their initial goals for a 
better world and the need to run the business. A key resolution of this 
tension came through adopting the promotion and defence of community 
as the primary political project. This allowed publishers to freely develop 
synergies with advertisers that helped build and develop community 
infrastructure, such as the bars, festivals, and small businesses.  
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Out of humble beginnings an industry grew, but one that faced 
difficulties from government censors, mainstream advertiser disinterest, 
and the AIDS epidemic that claimed the lives of several key publishers. 
Overcoming these difficulties, lesbian and gay publishing expanded 
rapidly, producing glossy coffee-table magazines and printing millions of 
newspapers each year by the end of the twentieth century. The remarkable 
development of this industry stands as a testimony to the dramatic change 
in mainstream society’s attitudes towards homosexuality, and indeed, 
changes within the gay community itself, during the final decades of last 
century.  

Gay media was a dynamic force in its own right to magnify and initiate 
change. Its expansion contributed to the community’s growth and allowed 
movement ideas and information on community activities to reach and 
influence a much wider audience. The day-to-day pursuit of business 
activity, in particular advertising revenue and distribution outlets, led to a 
myriad of direct relationships with mainstream society that challenged 
prejudice and helped to normalise homosexuality. With its growth and 
increasing influence came new challenges. There were battles between 
aspiring media moguls for control of territory that led to an audacious 
failed takeover, and subsequent collapse, of much of the sector. Yet it 
recovered. 

And then the Internet changed it all. 
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PATRONS OF NEW YORK’S STONEWALL INN TOOK OVER THE STREETS AFTER A POLICE 
RAID IN 1969 THAT TRIGGERED GAY LIBERATION ACTIONS ACROSS THE WESTERN 
WORLD. PHOTO FROM CAMPAIGN JULY 1989. 
 



PART ONE 

DEMANDING CHANGE 
 
 
 
On a hot June night in 1969 a dozen cops raid New York’s Stonewall Inn. 
The mafia-run gay bar doesn’t have a license to sell alcohol, but its two 
dance floors make the Christopher Street venue very popular. It operates 
from a rundown building with overflowing toilets and no fire exits in a 
rough part of town. The money flows and corrupt cops are paid to turn a 
blind eye, or conduct token raids early  before the crowd arrives. This raid 
takes place later than usual and the bar is full.  

Some patrons have turned up to mourn the recent death of actress-
singer Judy Garland, a gay icon. The police order most to leave the venue, 
but many mill around outside watching as others are arrested and dragged 
away. Some ring friends from pay phones or run through the streets 
shouting that the Stonewall is being busted.  

Before long a crowd of several thousand people has gathered outside. 
They watch as a police officer clubs a drag queen; they see a solitary 
lesbian who curses and kicks as police haul her away; they boo and grow 
angry. Teenage boys start to throw empty bottles and coins as sarcastic 
payoff money to the police. Cobblestones are pulled from the street and 
used as missiles. The police retreat into the Stonewall, giving control 
outside to a mob in full fury. A police car is trashed, attempts are made to 
burn down the building, and a parking meter is ripped from the ground and 
used as a battering ram against the front door.  

More police eventually arrive to free those trapped inside, and the 
protesters melt away into the streets, only to gather again the next day 
outside the Stonewall. Organised protests take place throughout the 
following week as news spreads of what has happened.1 



CHAPTER ONE 

STARTING THE RESISTANCE 
 
 
 
The Stonewall riot triggered a wave of gay liberation action across the 
United States, and ripples reached Australian shores where homosexuals, 
by and large, lived secret lives. Thirty-two-year-old university student 
John Ware and his neighbour in a North Sydney block of flats, Christabel 
Poll, read mainstream media reports of the 1970 New York gay liberation 
march commemorating the previous year’s riots. While drinking a bottle 
of whisky together one night, they decided to launch their own campaign 
and, in doing so, sparked the start of Australia’s formal gay liberation 
movement.  

They established the organisation Campaign Against Moral Persecution 
with its playful acronym CAMP, a term used at the time by gay men and 
women to describe themselves. Yet before CAMP’s first public meeting in 
February 1971, and before it had any significant membership, Ware and 
Poll published Camp Ink, in November 1970. As Ware later said, it was “a 
voice to the outside world”.1 Liberationist publishers such as Ware and 
Poll wanted to change the way the world thought about homosexuality, 
and change the way individual homosexuals thought about themselves. 

In 1950s Australia, homosexuals were “persecuted”, historian Graham 
Willett says.2 There was active discrimination by state institutions in terms 
of employment and other rights, an increase in psychotherapies and 
criminal convictions, accompanied by the isolating effect for individual 
gay people of either media silence or vilification. Historian Dino Hodge 
documents the systematic approach that police enforcement agencies 
undertook to curtail homosexual activities, through methods of 
entrapment, raids on private homes, and physical assault. 3  Successful 
convictions often resulted in imprisonment. Books and publications with 
even “hints of homosexuality” were zealously banned under strict 
government censorship laws, both federal and state.4 Many gay men and 
lesbians got married and lived closeted lives fearful of oppression on many 
fronts. 



Starting the Resistance 
 

5 

Throughout these ordeals gay people in Australia were largely 
dependent on mainstream media for information about themselves. Some 
of these outlets delighted in running stories that outlined sordid details of 
tragic or criminal homosexual activity, which often led to social 
vilification for the individuals involved and loss of employment. Others 
refused to mention homosexuality. In the early 1970s, the writer and 
academic Dennis Altman described this “omission … neither distortion 
nor misrepresentation” as the harshest response, as it precluded all 
discussion. 5  Even the tolerant approach that came from some media 
usually saw homosexuals as victims at best, afflicted by a disability.  

The few gay sympathetic media spaces came from small circulation, 
politically liberal publications and student newspapers, joined from the 
early 1970s by a feminist press that discussed lesbian issues. The first 
known gay or lesbian identified publications produced in Australia were 
internal newsletters from 1969. The lesbian group Daughters of Bilitis’ 
newsletter contained a social calendar, discussion of organisational 
matters, and snippets of writings about life not necessarily connected to 
being a lesbian. Sydney’s Chameleons Social Club in 1969 produced a 
six-page typed newsletter with information about upcoming events. 

 
CHRISTABEL POLL AND JOHN WARE LAUNCHED AUSTRALIA’S FIRST GAY MAGAZINE 
CAMP INK IN 1970. WARE’S BOYFRIEND, MICHAEL CASS, IS ON THE LEFT. PHOTO 
FROM THE MAINSTREAM DAILY NEWSPAPER THE AUSTRALIAN 19 SEPTEMBER 1970. 
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The mainstream world though was changing and the development of 
Australia’s local gay rights movement and its media from 1970 was 
strongly linked to events in other countries, as well as support from 
heterosexual liberal voices. Discussion on the topic of homosexuality was 
influenced by two key inquiries: the 1948 Kinsey Report from the US into 
human sexual behaviour, and from England, the 1957 Wolfenden 
Committee’s report calling for decriminalisation of homosexuality, which 
occurred in England in 1967. During the 1960s a range of movements – 
predominantly of young people – appeared, expressing opposition to the 
Vietnam War, revolutionary calls by New Left groups, environmental 
concerns, counter-cultural ideas, and second wave feminism. Each 
challenged the dominant values of western society and helped lay the 
foundations for the gay rights movement. 

Spreading our propaganda 

Ware was the key instigator of Camp Ink from 1970, with Poll listed as co-
editor despite ceasing active involvement after the first year. Ware was 
born in 1938 in the north Queensland city of Townsville, and left school to 
work as a carpenter on the railways. In the early 1960s he moved to 
Sydney, where he found a job in an office and met his long-term 
boyfriend, Michael Cass, in a bar. In the late 1960s, Ware returned to 
study psychology at university, where he announced he was gay in an 
exam paper and clashed with his lecturers over their teaching that his 
sexuality was deviant. He continued this battle from the first issue of the 
magazine, writing a long article campaigning against psychology’s use of 
such treatments to “mentally castrate” homosexuals, accompanied by a 
black-and-white cover illustration that suggested aversion therapy was 
akin to sawing off a man’s penis.6 

The first edition of Camp Ink was sixteen A4 pages: 500 copies were 
printed and sold for twenty cents. From issue two, it became the official 
journal of CAMP, and, by the end of its first year, 5,000 copies of the 
monthly magazine were printed.7 Ware saw Camp Ink as a forum for ideas 
from a gay perspective “to counter public ignorance about 
homosexuality”, particularly by correcting the mainstream media’s 
misrepresentation. 8  This shaped Ware’s strategy for the role of the 
magazine. He argued that by talking freely about homosexuality “the 
public will eventually get rid of their misconceptions and … 
homosexuality will be accepted like red hair and freckles”.9  
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Despite meeting his boyfriend in a commercial gay bar, Ware was no 
supporter of the venues, describing them as places “only a certain type of 
homosexual will frequent”. 10  His politics though was not rigidly anti-
capitalist, but more in tune with the counter-cultural movement of the 
time. Ware refused to use titles such as ‘president’, and opposed any 
formal structure for the organisation. At CAMP’s first public meeting in 
February 1971, held in a church hall, Ware says they “consciously upset a 
lot of people” by sitting casually dressed at the front table drinking from a 
flagon of wine.11 

Ware saw Camp Ink as “our propaganda” sent to key decision-makers, 
both in the government and media, and it gained regular coverage from 
sympathetic journalists such as The Australian’s Phillip Adams.12 Ware 
saw the publishing of Camp Ink as part of a range of strategies that would 
include brochures, debates, lectures, and discussion groups, to provide 
accurate knowledge of homosexuality to all sections of society. CAMP 
members were urged to contribute to these aims by taking out gift 
subscriptions of the magazine “as a Christmas present to your doctor, 
lawyer, minister, friends or relatives to help further their understanding”.13 

Articles in Camp Ink initially highlighted social injustices suffered by 
homosexuals and included articles on oppression: from laws, to the 
medical practice of aversion therapy; to street bashings and religious 
dogma. A man being hanged, in reference to harsh criminal punishment of 
homosexuals, was featured on one early cover, as well as a cartoon that 
depicted a motley collection of poofter bashing street thugs. Initially, 
neither CAMP nor its magazine presented a clear program for change; 
instead, Camp Ink highlighted the existence of oppression, challenged 
misinformation, and explored ideas around living a gay life. 

This changed with time as the publishers grew in confidence, no doubt 
inspired by the process of publishing and gaining support for their 
endeavours. After highlighting the social oppression of homosexuality on 
its first few front covers, Camp Ink switched to a more defiant message, 
featuring gay rights demonstrations – initially from America – and same-
sex couples walking proudly arm in arm. When Sydney’s widely 
circulated daily newspapers such as Sydney Morning Herald and the Daily 
Telegraph refused to accept a paid advertisement promoting the group’s 
activities, the editors counter-attacked with a cover story and inclusion of 
the rejected advertisement. When a member of CAMP was sacked from 
his job at the local church for coming out as gay, the editors gave 
extensive coverage to the subsequent protests. This mirrored the fledgling 
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movement’s growing assertiveness and willingness to be involved directly 
in gay rights actions. 

 
CAMP INK’S FIRST FRONT COVER IN NOVEMBER 1970 REFLECTED JOHN WARE’S 
PERSONAL CRUSADE AGAINST MEDICAL EFFORTS TO ‘CURE’ HOMOSEXUALITY. 
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The magazine was sent to the growing number of CAMP members as part 
of their membership fee. Ware wanted these readers to question their own 
attitudes towards homosexuality. Book reviews and feature articles were 
written or reprinted from gay publications in the United States that 
presented homosexuality in a positive light. The editors championed the 
notion that their readers should come out openly as gay, to “loudly 
demand … rights [and not accept] a shadowy existence”.14 They argued 
that “silence is submissive and destructive to ourselves and others who 
may be gay”,15 and provided one way, quite deliberately, for members of 
CAMP to come out. A regular program was undertaken to sell the 
magazine in suburban shopping strips, and while not many copies were 
actually sold, Ware says that the action confronted members of the general 
public with the issue of homosexuality and transformed many previously 
“up-tight” guilt-ridden members into gay proud sellers of Camp Ink on 
street corners.16  

Coming out covers were introduced in late 1971. The first was a 
photograph of four CAMP members above the caption “Come Out”, 
followed by the next issue with thirty-five members photographed under 
the caption “We’ve come out of our closets to wish you a Merry 
Christmas”.17 An inner-Sydney outlet of Angus & Robertson bookshop 
displayed this issue for sale in its shop window, and one of those who had 
been photographed worked in the next building. The cover was seen by his 
office colleagues, which resulted, literally, in his coming out. These 
actions aligned very strongly to Ware’s belief that social change would 
occur as the general public recognised the ordinariness of individual 
homosexuals. 

In addition to wanting to replace internalised homophobia with gay 
pride, articles in Camp Ink urged lesbians and gay men, as US activist Carl 
Wittman wrote, to “shed” imposed gender roles and “purge male 
chauvinism”.18 This question of what it meant to be gay led to discussion 
in Camp Ink on a range of topics and a free flow of ideas on all manner of 
topics that included monogamy, gender expectations, sex roles, 
sadomasochistic sexual practices, pornography, and drag. Ware considered 
the development of new ideas via the letters page “terribly important”, and 
if not enough letters were received, the editors, to encourage others, would 
write them. 19  They devoted a full page for letters each issue, later 
expanded to two or more pages. These articles and letters provided the 
first significant forum for Australia’s gay community to discuss how to 
live as a gay person. 
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Publishing Camp Ink required volunteer labour and major ongoing 
financial support from the organisation. In fact, an estimated $3.84 from 
each membership fee of just $4.70 went towards maintaining the 
magazine.20 This left little for other activities such as organising discussion 
groups, attending conferences, and paying the rent on the organisation’s 
club rooms (where Ware and Cass lived free of charge from 1971, after 
Ware gave up study to be a full-time unpaid worker for CAMP). To raise 
funds, weekly social events were held in the clubrooms, and by the start of 
1973 there was a national fund drive to raise $2,000, at least in part due to 
the costs involved in producing Camp Ink.21  

Ware was under pressure from some in the organisation to provide 
more entertaining editorial content. From May 1971, he introduced 
coverage of CAMP’s organised social events in Melbourne, Sydney, and 
Brisbane. Music with gay appeal was subsequently covered, and poems 
introduced. Promotion of social events in Camp Ink became entwined with 
the publication’s need for funding, and Ware said at the time: “Social 
functions raise money, not very much, but at least enough to allow us to 
pay the rent and excess printing costs”.22 The coverage and promotion of 
these social functions eased in part the tension between political goals, 
reader interest, and financial concerns. 

In April 1972, following arguments that Ware was actually a “de facto 
leader surrounded by an informal clique of activist friends”, a structured 
organisation for CAMP with defined roles for office-bearers was adopted, 
and an executive was elected, with Sue Wills and Lex Watson as co-
presidents.23 The new structure led to a more formalised advocacy for 
social change, particularly in the area of law reform, and this was reflected 
in Camp Ink’s coverage. In response, Ware retreated from direct 
involvement in the organisation, though continued to edit Camp Ink. He 
concedes, in retrospect, that his leadership style was “dictatorial disguised 
as some sort of democracy” and that he was actually “quite happy to hand 
it all over to anyone … competent … who’d grab it”.24  

Camp Ink was published each month from November 1970, until it 
drifted out to a two-monthly schedule during 1973 and by the end of the 
year – when Ware moved to Canberra with Cass who had a job there – 
stopped completely for nearly 12 months. Ware subsequently ceased all 
involvement in gay politics and instead pursued business interests. Ware 
and Cass moved to Brisbane in 1975 and later returned to live in Sydney. 
They stayed together until Cass died of AIDS in 1995, after both had 
tested positive to HIV in 1985. Ware died in May 2011, aged seventy-
three.25 
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Crucial part of liberationist strategy 

A new executive revived Camp Ink in October 1974, describing it as “a 
vital part of our movement”.26 It was published quarterly, though without 
the bold sweep of feature articles and debate that underpinned Ware’s 
editorship. It largely included reports on CAMP’s political activities and 
small news items, increasingly mimicking the CAMP NSW newsletter that 
had started in 1973. After three initially strong years, during which the 
magazine was published monthly, Camp Ink limped along in a reduced 
form on a quarterly basis for another four. It ceased permanently in March 
1977, citing financial reasons, as each issue cost between $1,000-1,500, 
and “reaction and feedback [had become] non-existent”.27  

As is often the case for social movement publications, longevity was 
not achieved by Camp Ink. This is not necessarily a measure of success or 
failure, as social movement publications appear to promote and organise 
specific campaigns, often disappearing following victory or defeat, or 
when publishers succumb to burnout. Camp Ink was a crucial part of the 
early gay liberationists’ strategy to challenge dominant social and political 
attitudes that condemned homosexuality. It provided, for the first time, a 
significant mouthpiece that was used to push gay liberationist ideas among 
society’s opinion-makers in the media, church, and government. It played 
a significant role in instilling gay pride among its readers, and challenging 
the secretive nature of homosexual activity. It provided a safe forum for 
lesbians and gay men to explore their own feelings and attitudes towards 
their sexuality.  

Camp Ink had successfully started a process of discussion on how to be 
gay and to challenge mainstream assumptions of homosexuality. With its 
demise, this role passed into the hands of entrepreneurial publishers, who 
started magazines with the primary purpose of selling their product to the 
emerging gay niche market. They used male nude titillation, personal 
classifieds for people to meet sexual partners, and information about the 
bar scene and other entertainment. Liberationist goals were not their key 
objective, and often the publishers of these magazines declined to promote 
the campaigns of the activists, an omission that later liberationists 
attempted to redress.  



CHAPTER TWO 

LIBERATIONIST FIGHT-BACK 
 
 
 
From the mid-1970s, gay activism was built around national homosexual 
conferences, with the first one in 1975 sponsored by the Australian Union 
of Students. Such conferences continued annually until 1986. In 1977 the 
third national conference in Adelaide passed a resolution that accused the 
commercial gay magazine, Campaign of being “sexist” and “reformist”.1 
It demanded the magazine include more feminist material, a socialist 
perspective, and less sexually objectifying advertising. Clearly frustrated 
by the lack of a national voice since the demise of Camp Ink, the 
liberationists, following the 1979 National Homosexual Conference in 
Melbourne, merged the event’s organisational newsletter with the equally 
small-circulation Gay Teachers and Students Newsletter to form Gay 
Community News. In a return to ambitious liberationist publishing, the 
newly formed collective received $525 seeding money from conference 
proceeds with the brief to publicise the gay movement’s news and political 
campaigns.2 

Camp Ink’s demise was not due simply to the loss of Ware’s broad 
vision and a political shift to the right. It was a consequence of increasing 
decentralisation of the liberationist gay movement. As CAMP expanded 
across Australia and new groups formed, the shortcomings of its magazine 
Camp Ink as a vehicle to organise actions in different states became 
apparent. Activists increasingly relied on cheap, low circulation 
newsletters. Local CAMP branches from 1972 started to produce their 
own small circulation newsletters to communicate local information about 
meetings, events, and political actions.  

The South Australian branch of CAMP published the small magazine 
Canary from 1972 until 1974. Initially titled Campcites, it was renamed 
following the drowning of Dr George Duncan, who was thrown into 
Torrens Lake, probably by off-duty police. Its title was drawn from 
Canary Cottage, the name given by the local gay community to the nearby 
toilet block beat. Canary included many of the debates and activities that 
led to South Australia becoming the first Australian state to legalise 
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homosexual acts between consenting males in September 1975. In 1973 
the NSW branch of CAMP also started its own local newsletter. 

A further challenge to CAMP’s central control occurred in 1972 with 
the formation of a breakaway group, Gay Liberation. Many of the new 
group’s leading members had been part of Sydney CAMP and pushed a 
strategy of greater consciousness-raising among members. Gay 
Liberation’s Sydney branch produced an irregular newsletter until 1974, 
and Melbourne Gay Liberation produced a bimonthly newsletter until 
1976. The Sydney newsletter was replaced in June 1974 with the magazine 
Gay Liberation Press. Initially a bimonthly that sold for 20 cents, it 
developed into a quarterly magazine selling for $1, but lasted only eight 
issues. It included polemical articles, activist what’s on listings, and 
contact information. 

 
GAY COMMUNITY NEWS WAS LAUNCHED IN 1979 TO UNIFY GAY GROUPS FOR THE CAUSE. 
PICTURED FROM LEFT ARE PUBLISHING COLLECTIVE MEMBERS AND SUPPORTERS AT 
MELBOURNE’S MAY DAY DEMONSTRATION, 1980: BILL CALDER, TERRY ADAMS, 
ALAN HOUGH, PHIL CARSWELL, WARREN TALBOT, INGE MELGAARD, GRAHAM 
WILLETT, QUENTIN BUCKLE, ADAM CARR, DANNY VADASZ, GREG AZNAR, PETER 
MCEWAN, GARY JAYNES AND HELEN PAUSACKER. PHOTO BY JAMES SPENCE, JAMES 
SPENCE COLLECTION, AUSTRALIAN LESBIAN AND GAY ARCHIVES. 

By the mid-1970s other organisations formed that were separate from 
CAMP such as the Gay Teachers and Students Group in Melbourne and 
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campus based Gaysocs. The Adelaide Homosexual Alliance in August 
1977 published a roneoed 12-page monthly magazine Gay Changes and 
sold it for 20 cents. It continued for two years, growing into a 40-page 
quarterly on sale for 80 cents, but needed considerable financial support. 
Sydney’s first Gay Mardi Gras in 1978 ended in the brutal arrest of 53 
participants, and the subsequent campaign to have the charges dropped 
(which involved more arrests) inspired Gay Solidarity Group to publish 
Gay Solidarity Newsletter from April 1979. 

Specific law reform action groups produced newsletters, agitating for 
law change around decriminalisation, anti-discrimination, or partner 
immigration rights. Support groups produced other newsletters. From the 
mid-1970s, Acceptance Newsletter, for gay Catholics, contained stories on 
the need for a weekly gay community mass and provided a directory of 
groups and events. The Gay and Married Men’s Association formed to 
support those who “feel that they are strangers in the ‘straight’ life but are 
unwelcome or resented in the gay scene”. 3  Metropolitan Community 
Church produced a free eight-page A5 newsletter The Melbourne 
Grapevine from late 1978 until early 1979 with opinion articles and what’s 
on listings. The Australian Lesbian and Gay Archives holds copies of 
more than 50 activist group newsletters produced during the 1970s4. 

Focus on the struggle 

The first edition of Gay Community News was fifty-two A4 newsprint 
pages, dropping back to forty pages, published ten times a year. In its first 
editorial, it announced its aim was to unify gay organisations against “an 
unholy alliance of rabid fundamentalist Christians and gutless opportunist 
politicians”.5 Its key architect was the 1979 homosexual conference co-
convenor, Danny Vadasz, who had originally started the newsletter 
Conference News to help organise and promote the event.  

Vadasz was born in Israel on 1 July 1951 to Jewish parents who fled 
the Nazi advance through Europe during the Second World War. In 1956, 
his family migrated to Australia and settled in the working-class suburb of 
St Albans. At age seventeen, Vadasz mapped out for himself a political 
career within the Australian Labor Party and was soon local party branch 
secretary. He was one of only two students from his high school 
graduating class to go to university, and he completed a bachelor of 
science and diploma in education. He worked as a teacher, then as 
education and publishing officer at the politically progressive Western 
Region Education Centre. In 1978, he attended the Fourth National 
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Homosexual Conference in Sydney and was at a subsequent street protest 
against police arrests that had occurred earlier that year during Sydney’s 
first Gay Mardi Gras. He was “immediately politicised” by the further 
arrest of 126 people at the second protest and the decision of the 
mainstream daily Sydney Morning Herald to publish the arrested 
individuals’ names and occupations. While avoiding arrest himself, his 
parents knew others on the list, so he was effectively outed. His careful 
plans for a political career were derailed.6 

Vadasz was only one voice in a publishing collective committed to 
introducing new volunteers to gay activism and raising their skill levels. 
Any lesbian or gay man could join and vote, simply by turning up to the 
meetings, though most collective members were gay men with a 
background of attending the homosexual conferences. There was a 
spectrum of views, from small ‘l’ liberals to Marxist revolutionaries who 
argued for “a more political and liberationist GCN”7 that could “struggle 
together … with other oppressed people”.8  If an article was not fully 
supported by the collective it would run as a “polemic” under individual 
members’ names. The overall consensus though was that gay oppression 
was a consequence of living in a capitalist and patriarchal society. The 
collective in 1980 declared that Gay Community News would refuse to 
publish sexually titillating material, “right-wing” pro-capitalist views, or 
material deemed to contain “racism, sexism, creedism, ageism, classism, 
and other ‘isms’ [on the grounds that] as an oppressed minority, we cannot 
afford to collaborate in our own or others’ exploitation”.9  

At a practical level, this resulted in little promotion for commercial gay 
venues – other than the inclusion of basic listings started some months 
after the magazine began. Editorial coverage of the gay bar scene initially 
contained a negative slant: the problems of alcoholism were highlighted in 
one article, and concern was raised over the prevalence of drag performance in 
the scene and how it could be “offensive [showing a] lack of feeling about 
the oppression of women”.10 A boycott of one Melbourne venue over its 
anti-lesbian door policy was prominently covered, as were suspicious fires 
burning down gay venues in Sydney. Paid advertising was only reluctantly 
accepted, with the collective stating that if Gay Community News could be 
produced “without advertising, nothing would please us more”.11 Non-
commercial social groups were promoted strongly with a designated 
‘network’ section of the magazine covering their activities.  

In contrast to Camp Ink, there was less attention given to the medical 
profession, other than occasional complaints about negative experiences 
from individual doctors when testing or treating sexually transmitted diseases 
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ANTI-GAY ATTACKS WERE A KEY FOCUS FOR GAY COMMUNITY NEWS. 
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or reports into treatment breakthroughs. The psychiatry profession was no 
longer seen as an enemy, having by the mid-1970s formally rejected the 
diagnosis of homosexuality as an illness. Religion was rarely discussed 
and, if so, was usually ridiculed in an accompanying cartoon. Key editorial 
targets were the government and its laws, and the attitudes of public 
institutions such as schools, mainstream media, and the police. Anti-gay 
attacks and gay rights demonstrations received strong coverage, with news 
reports divided into local, national, and international.  

The first issue featured a news story on the front page covering a 
demonstration against the arrest of two men for kissing outside the gay-
frequented Woolshed Bar, part of the Australia Hotel in Melbourne’s 
Collins Street, with six further pages devoted inside. The “significant 
defeat for the right-wing fundamentalist Christian lobby” was celebrated 
when an attempt to ban a sex education book in schools failed.12 Gay 
Community News had direct battles of its own when the magazine’s 
commercial printer censored the word ‘fuck’ from a cartoon and 
subsequently refused to print the magazine.13 

They published lesbian-content articles, often from a feminist perspective, 
and at times the articles broadened into general women’s rights in an 
attempt to maintain equal content for each gender. The magazine even 
promoted commercial lesbian venues, contrary to their approach towards 
gay men’s venues. Sadomasochism was condemned in one article on the 
grounds it “confirms role stereotypes [and] reinforces women’s self-
hatred”,14 and the notion and role of romantic love in lesbian relationships 
was discussed in another. 

Gay Community News sold mainly in Victoria, initially for eighty 
cents, rising to $1 the following year and $1.50 by the third year, and 
circulation never rose above 1,700. 15  It was not published during the 
January holiday period, or September, when most of the activists in the 
publishing collective were busy attending the annual national homosexual 
conference. Motions passed at these conferences were published in the 
October Gay Community News.  

There were three pages of advertising in the first edition – initially 
selling at $100 for a full page, though rising to $150 three years later – and 
this never rose above five pages. Production costs were about $1,400 an 
issue in the first year, and the magazine failed to cover these costs, 
needing to bridge its revenue shortfall with fundraising events and 
donations.16 No wages or office rental was paid, so volunteer collective 
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members had paid jobs or other income, and worked on the publication 
from home when time allowed.  

Attempts were made to improve circulation: themes were adopted with 
general interest topics such as parents, sport, and the performing arts; a 
venue guide was introduced, and a range of new columns appeared that 
focused on lifestyle, poems, and even short stories. In February 1981 
Vadasz started to write the regular “From Under My Desk” column on 
page four, a tongue-in-cheek commentary on the odd and the terrible 
snippets in the news. A national push was undertaken at the end of the first 
year, and, for a time, modified New South Wales and Queensland editions 
were published. Commercial distributors Gordon & Gotch were contracted 
to supply newsagents, but they pulled out when sales remained low. By 
the end of 1982 there were still only twenty-six outlets nationally that 
stocked the magazine.17 

A year after starting the magazine, in stark contrast to earlier negative 
views of the commercial scene, Vadasz wrote a review of a soon-to-open 
gay sauna and described it as “a logical extension of the commercial trend 
… which has recognised the needs, fantasies, and resources of the gay 
male population [and] is bound for financial success”.18 His views were 
clearly changing, setting up a series of internal debates within the 
collective.  

Despite its earlier reluctance, the collective tried to solve its financial 
problems by increasing advertising revenue, triggering discussion on what 
criteria would ensure that such advertising remained consistent with “the 
values” of Gay Community News.19 Collective member Adam Carr recalls 
intense “ideological arguments” at the time, particularly over “pictures of 
naked men” in sauna advertisements.20 After one such image appeared, it 
was condemned by a letter writer who said that such “sexist adverts, 
exploiting the human body as a sex object” had no place in the magazine.21  

In one internal collective document, Vadasz argued, with others, that 
the magazine’s commitment to “providing coverage of movement events 
for activists [tended] to distract it from its other obligations”.22 He urged 
Gay Community News not to preach to the politically faithful, but to 
instead take an “educative role” that took “the interests and sympathies” of 
a broader readership as its starting point. Vadasz also challenged the 
collective’s rejection of so-called patriarchal decision-making structures 
and work organisation, bemoaning this “tyranny of structurelessness”, and 
urged adoption of job descriptions to ensure someone took final 
responsibility for tasks. 23  The matter came to a head in 1981 when 


