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PART ONE:

HIRAGANA PRACTICE U LD A L w )



JAPANESECHARACTERS

History of Japanese characters:

The Japanese language has three kinds of chardutaigana, katakana and kanji. The Chinese ctearac
kanji, was brought from China. It is thought tovééeen introduced around the third or fourth agntu
although this has not been proved. Kaniji, whichrisdeogram character (to represent meaningsjedta

to be used as a phonogram (to represent sounds) Bnyo-kana As kanji became more widely used, it
was simplified. This simplified form became hiraga Hiragana has a roundish shape as shown below,
and it was considered to be the letters for privatand female use.

ex. — H U— W m— ) ff:
\E

Japanese word order and Chinese word order aggeatitf Small size kanjk(n’ten

T N
were placed next to kanji to indicate the Japamese order when reading classical #ﬁ/
Chinese. Then it was simplified and became katakdviany katakana were made ”5,
from a part of kanji as seen below. Katakana at®er straight lines. l\

ex. ] » 7 ra——— m— 7 _/\
8

1,

How to use the three kinds of characters: example of

kun'ten
The three kinds of characters are used in diffenenyts. Normally katakana is used
for loanwords and foreign names likeohii (coffee) ornyuuyookuNew York). Most content words are
written using kanji. Functional words likdesu(to be), particles, and some Japanese origin widkds
oishii (tasty) are written in hiragana. All three chaeas can be used in one sentence like below.

x B B 27 — F A T T,

kaniji hiragana katakana hiragana hiragana
‘he’ topic marker ‘Miller’ ‘Mr.! ‘is’
‘He is Mr. Miller.’

Japanese period and comma:

The Japanese language usesaau (circle) at the end of sentences aed(dot) for semantic separation in
a sentence. Traditionally Japanese does not esgudsstion mark "?" for an interrogative sentendalike
English there is no space between words. Insteadngbination of the three kinds of characters can
indicate if it is a meaning word, a foreign word adfunctional word.

ex. EHEWD?H\ I‘ZA:’E/ut:/a\k‘iTo

tomorrow of morning Tom Mr.  with meet

‘Tomorrow morning, (1) will meet Tom.’
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Roma-ji:

Roma-ji(romanized Japanese) is used to indicate the poettion of hiragana and katakana in this book.
There are two types of roma-ttebonsystem and Japanese system. Most are spellsdries but a few
are spelled differently. Even though they arelspdfifferently, their pronunciations are the sariiéis
textbook uses thidebonsystem.

Hebonsystem shi | chi | fu | sha| shu| sho| ja ji ju jo
Japanese system si ti hu | sya| syu| syo | zya| zi | zyu | zyo

Font type:

As in English, Japanese has several font typese sdmwhich are a bit different. Below are examples

ex,. X=X X=X Z=% =5 /5 5=5H =0 HP=A

Stroke end:

There are three features at the stroke ends ajdneg katakana, and kanji. Onéamie(stop), the second
is hane(jump), and the third ibarai (sweep).

ex. %tome &)‘j' hane L@harai



BASIC SOUNDS J' J

|3 .

(%) X

2., . D,

>
V)\ fu

5. 1. 5.

L. 3. %. €.

)

(V) ) (k) %

h Y
j ra

JRAN

I = G

nFI . AU O .

xR (\WY) W
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V OICED SOUNDS AND P-SOUNDS

u

N)
< gu

A\
j Zu

>
2 .

b SN
\/)\ bu

» 0

VO pu




Part One

Y-SOUNDS

u

X .,

gy

N)

D
3 @ gyu

N}
3:1: gyo

sh

L » ..

Lw..

L & ..

C .

Cw.

C&.

ch

5w ..

5 X

5.
(2% ..

29 .,

S

A

0w .

;&

A\ N
0\ )() bya

S,

&

L% .

B

A&

0w,

oo

a
(]
O %
pya

O\o d) pyu

r L.

Listen to CD Lesson 1
for the sounds and the

! stroke order
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PRACTICEWRITING

What is wrong?

atoo

St
Q
SF

©
©

Let's read and write!

HHu

T g

blue above painting house

QY
N

Now you can write words using hiragana. Let's try.
1) blue painting 2) blue house




8 Part One

What is wrong?

ka to ko

0,29 \ &
%) \ ka ! 7 ’

3
< ku

b
(

w
D ;
—_— —_—
— ko & __
/E
Let’s read and write!
H M\ A X = W .
v
red station tree/wood pond rehe

Let’s write a sentence.
In the sentence belowd (wa) is a topic marker meaning ‘as far as’, aid (desu) corresponds to ‘is’ in

English. |3 is read as ‘wa’ when it is used as a topic marRédre Japanese period is a small cirgle at the
lower left hand corner. Note that the Japanese water is ‘Topicld nounT ¥, '. Also notice that the

Japanese word order is ‘Togit nounT ¥, .

1) (You are showing your friend around town)
Here is the station.

ko ko wa e ki de su

@ Now try CD L2 part 1 & L3
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What is wrong?

sato so
X @\ J{
- 71\-
Q@
L shi )
© l@ ,’:—.
a Su q
\*
GL% @
|
0=
Z |

Let's read and write!

Hx g z Z
= e
.

Xy
umbrella alcohol chair there

Let's write words.
In the second set of words belo®, (no) is a connector between two nouns.

1) red umbrella 2) wood chair




Part One

10
What is wrong?

tato to

# | a
N— @ :
B o) L 5, b

chi -6
__________ )

) | tsu
T | e
> |

Let's read and write!
R 2< A T
%999, 999 A ¢
QUL
\ g
) “/ '
hand

high/expensive desk

L 7= <D

~

TZ

8

B

shoes

below/under

outside

Let's write words.
In the second set of words below, be aware that A (tsukue) ‘desk’ comes first in Japanese, add(no) is a

connecter between two nouns.
2) under the desk

1) expensive shoes

tsu ku no shi su

ta ka i ku tsu
L4 Nowtry CD L2 part2 & L3 part 2.
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nato no What is wrong?
)22 | &
AT | v | Zg Ay
— P) &=
c _ ni C -
A
o 1< P
R r 0

ne

S & &
B

no ® mg

Let's read and write!

HLT- eR/ATAN
I
You fish
nz D
cat this
Let’s write words.
1) your dog 2) this cat




12 Part One

What is wrong?

hato ho
@@’)‘@
[ |
D
(M |
. 3
5 @ o
O fu ® @

@

<0

P

ti ho

Let's read and write!

= (AR T,

N7z

< =
8 © & 2

box person wallet be poor at

|

12 L

star

Let's write a word and a sentence.
In the second sentence below, be aware that tlemdag period is a small circle.

1) this person 2) (I) am poofsaimething).

ko no hi to he ta de su

% Now try CD L2 part 3 & L3 part 3.
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ma to mo
(Dﬂl@
F ||
D
i @
d%‘ m X
N @L@D\
mu
o1 @
& | me|
)0
e

Let's read and write!

~

Uy o

&

daughter

13

What is wrong?
N
I *

o
b &
3

& &

A

rain

to write/ to draw town/big city

peach

Let’s write words.

1) daughter’'s name 2) blue ocean

me no na ma mi



14 Part One

What is wrong?

ya to yo

PRo) &
\

.T‘D ya @

.

®

P |

=

EE

®
N
N

Let’'s read and write!

© I P =

( /e \C
o(<
C C\( - (/
- o ]
e -—
mountain snow room
Let’s write a word.
1) mountain snow 2) high mountain
ya ma no yu ki ta ka i ya ma

-p Now try CD L2 part 4 & L3 part 4.
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What is wrong?

ratoro

DN Ne

o
()

t} Al ‘)
z . = é

re

®
=)
; Ly

o

A | o

Let's read and write!

HTH

115 I LAW

medicine spring clear sky white

Let’s write words.
In the first set of words below, be aware thia® (haru) ‘spring’ comes first in Japanese, afd(no) is a
connecter between two nouns. In the second sebiafs, £ (to) means ‘and’ in English and connects nouns.

1) temple in Spring

ha ru no o] te ra

2) white medicine and blue medicine

shi ro i ku su ri to a o] i ku su ri



16 Part One

What is wrong?

wa to n

o | Zf/')"

D)@ j

/® ;

wo
=7

Ao T

Let's read and write!

izl N RIAENESIET

to write a name

TAHA LiFA

e

major exam

Let’s write a sentence.
In the second sentence beldkv,(wo) is a particle attached to an object noun. la thisd 3 A (hon) ‘book is
an object noun.& 4 % ¢ (yomimas) means ‘to read’. Japanese word order is Topie@tVerb.

1) my major

wa ta shi no se n mo n

2) I read a book.

wa ta shi wa ho n wo yo mi ma su

@ Now try CD L2 part5 & L3 part 5.
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V OICED SOUNDS AND P-SOUNDS

Voiced sounds are indicated by basic hiragana teitten(two short lines on top).

gato go
® ® .® 22 o 0 @
RIS 0N | N | e | =N
\\ @ >
@\_\. L
ga gi gu ge go

Let's read and write!

key

b LT ICIZAZ .

= ﬂﬁ 5 R 2};5
NEL TS

/ad /S EEEEEE

souvenir Japanese language afternoon/PM

Let's write words.
1) Japanese magazine (a magazine written idap@nese language) 2) Japanese souvenir (angduem a trip to Japan)

ni ho n go no ma n ga ni ho n no o] mi ya



18

Part One
zato zo
2 a% © ¢ @2 o 2,08 2,02 — @2
@__):&Q\ l N @/)L_\i\ @%l%‘ @, R
7
N L 9
za Ji Zu ze Z0

Let's read and write!

NA T L

hair clip kanji map
&g ZHA
water AM
Let's write a sentence.
1) | write kanji.
wa ta shi wa ka n ji wo ka ki

L 3 Now try CD L3 part 6.
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datodo
0%, @) @, 2 @3]\ 32
W | RN o N | ™ | on 2N
=N O 2
©)
da ji Zu de do

Let’'s read and write!

AT 7NN ZHb7eh (AN )

[

university friend bloody nose

HIND X TAbD 2
<o °
2
crescent moon telephone where

Let’s write a sentence.
In the sentence below, (ka) is a question marker attached to the end of tigstipn sentence. Be aware that
the Japanese word order is ‘telephone-where-is’.

1) Where is the telephone?

de n wa wa do ko de su ka



20 Part One

ba to bo
9] (©) ® @\
Yoz > TN S| ! ®g©®
L O Sy |:
©w) N
ba bi bu be bo

Let’'s read and write!

news paper

NI ¢ U ILE
to eat rice field
Let's write a sentence.
1) I read a newspaper.
wa ta shi wa shi n bu n wo yo mi ma su

L8 Now try CD L3 part 7.




Hiragana Practicé 5237 LA L w D

21

pa to po
D 2 o ® @ L2
:f @‘9 O 7 (o] @3\\.@ 5 /\wo l® =10
ZD\ B)—
WIN QSL
pa pi pu pe po
Let's read and write!
N A TN A UD JASA
/ 3 minutes
toast pencil three minutes
*NAZXA =TT
Note: This
word is usually
written in

katakana

penguin

Let's write a sentence.
In the sentence below, \» £ ¥ (kaimas) means ‘to buy’.
1) I buy a pencil.

dandelion

wa ta

shi

pi

tsu wo ka i ma

-

su

Now try CD L3 part 8
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STOPPEDSOUNDS

Stopped sounds are indicated by small (tsu). ‘2’ is quarter size.

Let’'s read and write!

> >0
f\)\ 2D 3 3 D Wb

°,3 ; REARAH 8

. [}

= %> 1608

> SR MR8 OM ©

m RELUBRYED THEIRRD L‘%

musical instrument (trangption) ticket stamp

o

coffee shop/cafe magazine

Let’s write a sentence.
In the second sentence beldiv,% % 7 (hikimas) means ‘to play (musical instrument)’.

1) (1) buy a stamp.

ki tte wo ka i ma su

2) | play a musical instrument.

wa ta shi wa ga kki wo hi ki ma su

Q Now try CD L4 part 7.



